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Word times – past the hour

When the minute hand moves down the clock on the right-hand side the times are written in 
words as ‘past’ the hour.

● The hour hand is after the 2 indicating that the time is after 2 o’clock.

● The minute hand points to the 5 indicating that the time is 25 minutes after 2 o’clock.

● We say that the time is ‘25 minutes past 2’ or just ‘25 past 2’.

Point out that 15 minutes past 2 is usually called ‘quarter past 2’ and that 30 minutes past 2 is 
usually called ‘half past 2’.

Word times – past the hour

Q1  Write down the word times for these clocks.

___ minutes past ___    ___ minutes past ___    ___ minutes past ___    ___ minutes past ___

o’clock

half past

quarter past

25 minutes past

20 minutes past

10 minutes past

5 minutes past
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Q2   Use word times to fi ll in the missing boxes in this time machine.

Put the hands on a real clock to show the start time and then move the big hand so that the clock 
shows the later time. Point out that there are 5 minutes between the numbers on the clock so you 
can just count in fi ves.

Q3  How many minutes are there between these times?

 6 o’clock and half past 6 ________ minutes

 3 o’clock and quarter past 3 ________ minutes

 quarter past 9 and half past 9 ________ minutes

 10 minutes past 2 and 20 minutes past 2 ________ minutes

 5 minutes past 10 and 25 minutes past 10 ________ minutes

 10 minutes past 7 and half past 7 ________ minutes

 quarter past 11 and 25 minutes past 11 ________ minutes

25 minutes past 7

10 minutes past 3

quarter past 4

5 minutes past 12

half past 9

one hour 
later
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